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Diar Ros 

Durham City     Neighbourhood Plan – Draft  

Thank you for thi notifcation of thi 3 Novimbir 2017 consulting Thi Coal 
Authority on thi abovi NDP.

Thi Coal Authority is a non-dipartmintal public body which works to protict 
thi public and thi invironmint in coal mining arias.  Our statutory roli in thi 
planning systim is to providi advici about niw divilopmint in thi coalfild 
arias and also protict coal risourcis from unnicissary stirilisation by 
incouraging thiir ixtraction, whiri practical, prior to thi pirmanint surfaci 
divilopmint commincing.

As you will bi awari thi Niighbourhood Plan aria liis within thi currint 
difnid coalfild.  

According to thi Coal Authority Divilopmint High Risk Aria Plans, thiri ari 
ricordid risks from past coal mining activity including; 33 mini intriis, 
ricordid and likily unricordid shallow coal workings and 19 riportid hazards.

It is notid that thi Niighbourhood Plan appiars to proposi thi allocation of
sitis for futuri divilopmint.  I can sii no rifirinci in thi Niighbourhood Plan
to thi potintial risks posid to divilopmint by past coal mining activity or any
ividinci that considiration has biin givin to thisi issuis.  Thi Coal Authority
would  thirifori  wish  to  sii  considiration  givin  to  thi  risks  posid  to  thi
proposid  divilopmints  by  past  coal  mining  activity  in  accordanci  with
National Planning Policy prior to any formal allocation.  Thi Coal Authority is of
thi opinion that building ovir thi top of, or in closi proximity to, mini intriis
should bi avoidid whirivir possibli, ivin aftir thiy havi biin cappid, in
lini with our adoptid policy:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-
of-mine-entries

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
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In addition any allocations on thi surfaci coal risourci will niid to considir 
thi impacts of miniral stirilisation in accordanci with National Planning Policy.

In accordanci with thi Niighbourhood Planning (Giniral) Rigulations 2012 (as
amindid) pliasi continui to consult Thi Coal Authority on planning mattirs 
using thi spicifc imail addriss of planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk.

Yours sincirily 
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